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That Donald Davidson is a key figure in the brilliant Southern Renascence is known to all who 
have been inspired by his teaching and writing. In “Still Rebels, Still Yankees” he brings together 
a group of essays which have appeared over the past quarter of a century. To give an idea of the 
range and richness of this collection is not easy. The author deals with aspects of modern poetry, 
the role of tradition in prose fiction, the qualities of oral literature, the heritage of Southern 
culture, and the more general questions of regionalism and nationalism. But it is even less easy to 
give an idea of eloquence which informs these essays. Professor Davidson has the courage of his 
thought, and the courage of one’s thought is conviction. It is this conviction, this belief In 
necessary truth, which gives his writing a quality unmatched by any other literary and social critic 


of our time. 


No American writer has opposed more resolutely sham values, the sickening standardization, 
and the general soullessness which a nationalized industrialized state has brought to this country 
in the names of Union and Progress. No one has worked more singlemindedly, in his critical as 
well as his creative writing, to keep the image of man humane. He has championed the 
essential place of religion In man’s life, the sustaining value of tradition, the right of persons to 
be Individuals, and the right of regional groups to cultivate the kind of art, including the art of 


life, which Is suited to their region and their temperaments. 


Professor Davidson knows that the real clash in America today is not so much a clash between a 
geographical South and North as between regions which have preserved a culture, and the 
envious, and belligerent lack of culture which one finds especially in the large urban centers. In 
the memorable title essay, "Still Rebels, Still Yankees," he shows us a Vermonter and a Georgian, 
each happy and flourishing in his own way, each tilling and loving his own land, and soundly 
proof against the radicalisms that emanate from New York and Hollywood. It is a heartening 
picture of opponents of the Leviathan state, North and South, who cannot see "social security 


plus television" as the end of the dream of the Founding Fathers and the pioneers. 


There is no need to despair as long as there is one courageous voice among ten thousand. 
Professor Davidson is such a voice, and he ought to be heard by all who believe in value, in the 


dignity of true sentiments, and in the idea of loyalty to one’s own tradition. 
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